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the promenades, and amongst the newsvendors.
Copies of it were even shown in the provinces, and in
foreign countries; but always with much circumspec-
tion. Another letter soon afterwards appeared, apolo-
gising for M. de Vendome. This was written by
Comte d'Evreux, and was of much the same tone as
the two others.

A powerful cabal was in fact got up against Mon-
seigneur de Bourgogne. Vaudeville, verses, atrocious
songs against him, ran all over Paris and the provinces
with a licence and a rapidity that no one checked;
while at the Court, the libertines and the fashionables
applauded; so that in six days it was thought disgrace-
ful to speak with any measure of this Prince, even in
his father's house.

Madame de Bourgogne could not witness all this
uproar against her husband, without feeling sensibly
affected by it. She had been made acquainted by Mon-
seigneur de Bourgogne with the true state of the case.
She saw her own happiness and reputation at stake.
Though very gentle, and still more timid, the grandeur
of the occasion raised her above herself. She was
cruelly wounded by the insults of Vendome to her
husband, and by all the atrocities and falsehoods his
emissaries published. She gained Madame de Main-
tenon, and the first result of this step was, that the
King censured Chamillart for not speaking of the let-
ters in circulation, and ordered him to write to Al-
beroni and D'Evreux (Campistron, strangely enough,
was forgotten), commanding them to keep silence for
the future.

The cabal was amazed to see Madame de Main-